ANNA SEWELL
ANNA SEWELL, author of Black Beauty, was born on March
30,1820, in Yarmouth, England. Financial reverses made
it necessary for the family to move to Dalton soon after.
During the SewelTs ten-year stay here Anna suffered an
accident which crippled her for the rest of her life. In an
attempt to escape a rainstorm while returning from school
one day, she slipped in a carriage rut and sprained her ankle.
Despite a series of painful treatments in England and even
a year under a specialist's care in Germany in 1856, Anna
Sewell was never able to walk again.
While Anna could never walk well, she was perfectly ca-
pable of riding and often drove her father the ten miles to his
work. During these drives she would converse freely with
the animal as if it were a human being. Thus, there devel-
oped in Anna at an early age a strong sympathy for horses.
Another influence besides this sympathy led her to write
Black Beauty. This was Horace BuchnelTs Essay on Aw~
mats, recommended to her by a friend. "The thoughts you
gave me from Horace Buchnell years ago have followed me
entirely thru the writing of my book," she later wrote to the
friend.
It was Anna's fortune to have a mother who was a popular
writer herself and who was in a position to help her daughter
with Black Beauty. When sixty years old Mary SewdEl